
When Will Nigeria's 

Population Peak?
Ivan Taylor

Policy Dynamics Inc.

ivan@policydynamics.ca



Introduction

• The UN projects the global population to reach around 9.7 billion by 2050

• And a peak at around 10.4 billion by 2100 before stabilising or declining 

• Africa is still experiencing population growth. Nigeria is the most populous country in 

Africa, and as of 2024, its estimated population is approximately 234 million.

• The country has been experiencing steady population growth, driven by high birth rates 

and increasing life expectancy.

• The fertility rate has recently decreased and is expected to continue to fall as educational 

and economic opportunities for women expand.





Year births Population deaths net migration

1950 1,721              36,932           1,040             21

1951 1,756              37,634           1,054             18

1952 1,787              38,354           1,069             6

1953 1,824              39,078           1,084             -16

1954 1,860              39,802           1,098             -12

1955 1,898              40,551           1,116             -13

1956 1,937              41,320           1,133             -13

1957 1,978              42,112           1,150             -17

1958 2,016              42,923           1,165             -47

1959 2,055              43,726           1,181             -3

1960 2,100              44,597           1,199             12





Historical Data (1950–2023)

• Data Sources: United Nations, Population Prospects 2024.

• Life Expectancy: Steady increase since 1950.

• Birth Rates: Started to decline in 2010.

• Net Migration: Push-pull factors can be large individually, but they have a 

relatively small impact when combined.

• Trends: These trends indicate a demographic transition.







Population Growth Projections (Scenarios)

• Key Assumptions: 

• Life expectancy will reach a limit of  80 years.

• Birth rate will continue to decline.

• Net migration will have a relatively minor impact.

• Eventually, the (birth rate + net migration rate) will be lower than the death rate.

• Population peaks when (Birth Rate + Net Migration Rate) = Death Rate.

• 2075 Scenario: Population peaks at 316 million.

• 2100 Scenario: Population peaks at 367 million.

• 2125 Scenario: Population peaks at 424 million.







Key Findings

• Population Peak: Most likely around 367 million in 2100.

• Life Expectancy: This has seen significant improvements since 1950 but 

will reach a limit.

• Birth Rate Decline: In recent years, this might have been caused by 

education and economic opportunities for women, which delay childbirth.

• Migration Dynamics: The push-pull factors of  migration could be 

significant in the long term.



Future Research Directions

• Refining Projections: Incorporating more detailed migration models.

• Subjective Factors: Exploring personal decisions around family size and 

emigration.

• Population and Sustainability: Aligning demographic trends with Nigeria's 

development goals.



Thank you for your 

attention! 

I look forward to your questions.

ivan@policydynamics.ca


	Slide 1: When Will Nigeria's Population Peak?
	Slide 2: Introduction
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Historical Data (1950–2023)
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Population Growth Projections (Scenarios)
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: Key Findings
	Slide 13: Future Research Directions
	Slide 14: Thank you for your attention! 

